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The concept of evil in John Ronald Revel Tolkien (1892-

1973)'s The Lord of the Rings (1954) aroused great controversy

that deserves to be studied. The aim of this study is to

investigate the forms of evil in this trilogy which is

acknowledged to be his masterpiece. This thesis is thematic in

its main drift. However, it touches on technique when the latter

is envisaged to enhance the themes of the study. Explicative

interpretation to pin down the organizing ideas that structure

Tolkien's themesis employed throughout the thesis. Tolkien's

perceptive views and interest in fantasy are shown to enact his

concept of evil. Actually, The Lord ofthe Rings crystallizes

Tolkien's protest against the evils of power, war, and tyrannical

technology, the latter being a product of the Industrial

Revolution.

Tolkien insists that his books are not allegorical but
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historical. Yet he suggests that he has actually invented a

complete history of 'Middle-Earth' the setting of his trilogy.

The study consists of five chapters, ending with a

conclusion. Chapter One includes two sections. The first section is

an introduction that defines evil as a term and surveys the

historical, philosophical, religious and literary backgrounds of

this conceptual term.The second section analyses Tolkien's

concept of evil in The Lord of the Rings and establishes the two

levels on which evil works, i.e., the Boethian and the

Manichean, the latter being given more emphasis in Tolkien's

ouvre.

Chapter Two surveys Tolkien's themes and techniques

throughout his ouvre, namely The Silmarillion, The Hobbits,

and The Lordof the Rings. Tolkien narratively presents his

thematic concerns as well as his secondary world to elaborate

his own understanding of the concept of evil.

Chapter Three details one of the various dimensions of the

concept of evil, i.e., the dimension of power as realised in the

novel. Power is shown to corrupt the minds of those who

possess it. It is shown here to be the antithesis of creativity,

being dependent on destruction for its basis.

Chapter Four illustrates Tolkien's view of the Tyranny of

Technology where an anti-industrial message pervades the

narrative scene. This chapter illustrates the evils that are
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produced each time the cycles of nature are disturbed. Tolkien

narratively pictures the Ring and the Palantire as evil elements.

Both objects are the results of misused technology and are

emblems of the tangible evil that exists in 'Middle-Earth',

Tolkien's invented world.

Chapter Five tackles War and its tragic consequences.

Tolkien's symbols and motifs of warare shown to be influenced,

among other things, by his experiences. In this chapter, Tolkien

also delves into the minds and hearts of his characters to depict

the disastrous effects of war.

The conclusion tries to sum up the direction of this study

which underlies the concept of evil as being shaped by man's

perverse inclinations.


